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The sweeping view of his office window is much like David Gardels’ range of 

interests and involvements, including business, the arts and religion. 
– Photo by Michael Tran 

  
Boardroom Never Bores Energy-oriented 
Husch Blackwell Attorney David Gardels
By James Barnes 
The Daily Record 

According to renowned 
American efficiency expert     
W. Edwards Deming, “qual-
ity starts in the boardroom.” 
Influential Omaha commer-
cial attorney David Gardels, 
a partner with Husch Black-
well LLP – a full-service 
litigation and business law 
firm with 600 attorneys in 
locations across the United 
States and in London – 
agrees. 

“I’m involved at the board 
level with multiple clients 
where I get to help busi-
nesses find a path, take im-
portant action, and work to 
grow, or sell, or buy a busi-
ness,” said Gardels. “It’s this 
whole personal dynamic that 

comes from a really good 
board of directors where 
they’re all focused on good 
economics for the biggest 
number of people they can. I 
get to do that with many 
boards, sometimes for dec-
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ades, and, that’s really satis-
fying.” 

An experienced transac-
tions lawyer, Gardels prac-
tices primarily in securities 
and corporate governance, 
mergers and acquisitions, 
and investment management, 
with a particular emphasis on 
renewable energy, including 
ethanol, biodiesel and wind 
energy. 

In addition to his work as 
an experienced transactions 
lawyer, Gardels serves on 
several civic boards.  

These activities include 
serving as advisory board 
member of the Rocky Moun-
tain Chapter of the Society 
of Corporate Secretaries and 
Governance Professionals, 
and a member of the boards 
of directors of Opera Omaha, 
the Nebraska Arts Council, 
the Nebraska Chapter of the 
Association for Corporate 
Growth, Bishop and Trustees 
of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Nebraska and Trinity Epis-
copal Cathedral. 

Trinity Episcopal Cathe-
dral is the cathedral for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Ne-
braska and, according to the 
organization’s website, “is 
the oldest continually operat-
ing church building in Ne-
braska.” 

According to Gardels, who 
is married with two children, 
had he not studied law, he 
probably would have gone 
into ministry. 

“I was the non-sports kid 
of the town,” said Gardels. “I 
liked books way better than 
football. Everyone assumed I 
would be a preacher, or a 
lawyer.” 

After earning his under-
graduate degree at George 
Washington University, 
Gardels attended the Univer-
sity of Nebraska College of 

Law, where he graduated 
with high distinction in 1979. 
There he was managing edi-
tor of the Nebraska Law Re-
view. 

Although he chose law, 
Gardels is very proud of his 
current service as the senior 
warden of Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral. 

“I’m the highest civilian 
board member,” explained 
Gardels. “In our structure the 
dean of the cathedral is 
really the CEO and chairman 
of the board. I’m the highest 
level of lay leadership and 
we are going through a tran-
sition process to call a new 
dean of the cathedral. It’s 
really rewarding looking for 
a dynamic leader.” 

Gardels, the youngest of 
three children, grew up ap-
proximately 130 miles 
northwest of Omaha in Bat-
tle Creek – a rural farming 
community. Despite the 
town’s fearsome name, ac-
cording to the Nebraska His-
torical Society, the Pawnee 
War of 1859 ended peace-
fully in the area. 

Reminiscing about his 
childhood in Battle Creek, 
Gardels, 59, said he had sev-
eral leadership role models 
in his family. 

“My dad was the petro-
leum manager for the Battle 
Creek Co-op,” said Gardels. 
“My mother and father ran 
this as kind of an independ-
ent business. My mom did 
all the bookkeeping and 
business work on our dining 
room table.” According to 
Gardels, his father, now de-
ceased, worked for the co-op 
for about 30 years before 
retiring. 

“Sitting still is not a sus-
tainable option for business 
or non-profit organizations 
and change is hard for peo-

ple,” said Gardels. “Leader-
ship that provokes change, I 
think that’s what I admire 
most in people.” 

David’s mother currently 
resides in Norfolk. Gardels 
attributes his early interest in 
business and leadership to 
his parents, who were in-
volved in numerous organi-
zations, and his upbringing 
in the German Lutheran 
church to giving him an ap-
preciation for music. 

“The church was the 
dominating social center of 
the town. My great grandfa-
ther signed the town charter, 
signed the church charter, all 
those things,” said Gardels. 
“In the tradition at that time, 
the music was really impor-
tant. Not that it was always 
beautiful, but it was Bach. 
And, in a small town, every-
body’s performing all the 
time.” 

Gardels played the clarinet 
in high school and used to 
play the piano and organ. 
But, he says his real passion 
is the opera. 

“My client work takes me 
around the country and then 
we go places just for the 
arts,” said Gardels. Some-
times we go to see opera in 
Central City, Colo., in the 
summer, sometimes Des 
Moines, Kansas City and 
we’ve been to the opera eve-
rywhere – San Diego, Den-
ver, Dallas, Houston, New 
York of course, Washington, 
lots of other places.” 

Gardels feels fortunate 
with his very active and pur-
poseful lifestyle. He desires 
an enduring legacy of mak-
ing a difference. 

“It’s just being a positive 
force in the lives of these 
organizations and the lives of 
a lot of individuals,” said 
Gardels. “At my age, it’s a 
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lot about mentoring, helping 
people grow – both individ-
ual lawyers and, in a firm 

like mine, individual lawyers 
as well as practice groups. 

“It’s just really satisfying 
to help people move forward 

with their careers in our 
practice groups, and to ad-
vance in the quality and 
quantity of our practices.” 
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